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1. Introduction 

Background 

1.1 In April 2010 Nortoft partnerships Ltd., on behalf of the North Northamptonshire Joint 

Planning Unit (JPU) and Northamptonshire Sport produced the North Northamptonshire 

Strategic Sports Facilities Framework (SSFF) to establish the sports facilities priorities in 

North Northamptonshire to 2026.   

1.2 This update has been prepared with input from the Local Authorities. It has not itself been 

adopted as the policy of the local authorities or of the North Northamptonshire Joint 

Committee but forms part of the evidence base for policies and proposals in Local and 

Neighbourhood Plans and their supporting Infrastructure Delivery Plans.  Local 

interpretation and further work may result in different needs for each LPA which might alter 

the strategic position emerging from this document. Any subsequent studies will provide the 

most up to date evidence base. 

1.3 The purpose of this report is to refresh the April 2010 study with updated population data 

and projections through to 2031. The projections used are those prepared for the JPU by 

Edge Analytics Ltd, based on the housing numbers set out in the Emerging Joint Core 

Strategy (August 2012). The proposed level of housing in each district has subsequently been 

adjusted in the Pre-Submission JCS, and the population projections (prepared by the 

Cambridge Centre for Housing and Planning Research) have changed to reflect this and also 

the latest ONS mid-year estimates. The changes are shown in Table 1 below. They are not 

considered to have a material impact upon the analysis and conclusions set out in this 

update report. 

 Housing target 

2011-31 

Emerging JCS 2012 

Population 

growth 2011-31 

(Edge Analytics 

2012) 

Housing target 

2011-31 

Pre-

Submission  JCS 

2014 

Population 

growth 2011-31 

(CCHPR 2013) 

Corby 14,200 32007 14,200 33610 

East Northants 7,900 11252 8,400 13633 

Kettering 10,700 18470 10,400 18863 

Wellingborough 7,700 11053 7,000 11925 

North Northants 40,500 72782 40,000 78031 

Table 1 Population Projections 

National Planning Policy Framework 

1.4 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (paragraphs 73 and 74) is clear that sport 

plays a role in delivering sustainable communities through promoting health, social and 

cultural wellbeing for all.  It also encourages use of land and space for multiple benefits 

delivering a wide range of environment and quality of life benefits for local communities, 

this is something which sport can easily accomplish.  The NPPF also states that Local 

Authorities should have planning policies and make decisions to plan positively for the 

provision of community facilities including sports venues; guard against the unnecessary loss 
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of valued facilities and services; and should ensure facilities are able to develop and 

modernise and be retained for the benefit of the community. 

1.5 There is a requirement for policies to be based on robust and up to date needs assessment 

for open space, sport and recreation facilities. The need assessment should take into 

account opportunities for new provision and to identify specific needs alongside the, 

quantity/quality deficiencies or surpluses of facilities and determine what provision is 

required.  

1.6 It is considered that the authorities will further this quantity assessment and supplement 

this base line information with:  with further local evidence on the quality of services 

provided, demand for facility and other local aspirations. 

1.7 The national planning practice guidance (NPPG) (reference ID: 37-002-20140306) says that 

authorities may refer to Sport England guidance in assessing need. This update was prepared 

using the Assessing Needs and Opportunities Guide for Indoor and Outdoor Sports facilities 

2013 1provided by Sport England. This update relates solely to projecting future needs and 

requirements.  It does not include information on management and maintenance of the 

facilities as this is co-ordinated by the local authorities and organisations that run the 

facilities. 

2. Scope of Study 

Sports Facilities covered 

2.1 In the previous study 10 types of sports were covered, which were identified through the 

County Sports Partnership and consultation with National Governing Body (NGB) officers: 

Archery, Athletics, Rugby Union, Badminton, Cycling, Squash, Football, Gymnastics and 

Volleyball. The following facility types were highlighted as being the most important from 

the 10 sports covered in the previous study in North Northamptonshire, some of which can 

be used by multiple sports: 

- Sports Halls 

- Swimming Pools 

- Synthetic Turf Pitches 

- Indoor Bowls 

- Indoor Tennis 

- Synthetic Athletics Tracks 

- Health and Fitness 

- Golf Driving Ranges 

- Athletics Training Facilities 

- Closed Road Cycle Tracks 

- Gymnastics Centres 

                                                           
1 http://www.sportengland.org/media/228100/consultation-version-assessing-needs-and-opportunities-guide-

for-indoor-and-outdoor-sports-facilities-dec13-published.pdf 
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2.2 Pitched based sports were not included in the previous study because playing pitch 

assessments will need to be considered separately by the individual Local Authority, this is 

the same scenario for this document. 

3. Methodology 

3.1 The 2010 SSFF identified the future requirements for sports facilities in North 

Northamptonshire using a calculator methodology alongside the East Midlands standards 

per 1000 people. 

3.2 The Calculator is a tool which compares North Northamptonshire to the facilities provided 

across the East Midlands.  It calculates the provision per 1000 people and uses the East 

Midlands average facility provision as a multiplier.  The East Midlands average figure is 

provided yearly by Sport England so can differ from year to year. The tool treats North 

Northamptonshire in an insular way, so does not take into account provision outside of the 

North Northamptonshire area; nor the quality of the facility. However it is able to take into 

account population changes and forecasts. 

3.3 Table 2 identifies the standards for each facility type per 1000 people in the East Midlands.  

This data originates from Sport England, based on 2013 data. 

TABLE East Midlands provision standards 

Facility type  Recommended 

provision per 1000 

population in East 

Midlands (2013) 

Unit  

Sports Hall  0.37  Badminton courts  

Swimming Pool  13  m2 water space  

Synthetic Turf Pitch  0.04  Full size pitches  

Indoor Bowls  0.06  Rinks  

Indoor Tennis  0.02  Courts  

Synthetic Athletics Track  0.04  Lanes  

Health and Fitness  2.85  Stations  

Golf Driving Ranges  0.24  Bays  

Athletics Training Facility  0.0023  Facility  

Closed Road Cycle Track  0.0023  Facility  

Gymnastics Centre  0.0023  Facility  

Table 2: Standards of provision per 1000 population for each facility type 

3.4 The analysis carried out in this document is a numbers based exercise and takes at face 

value the existing facilities identified.  As some provision is provided through school 

facilities there may not always be the service required in the area.  Therefore is it 

suggested that further local interpretation of the data will be required to ensure there are 

adequate facilities available at the times of greatest demand.  

3.5 Several settlements throughout North Northamptonshire are currently undertaking the 

preparation of neighbourhood plans and may identify further local needs and locations for 
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facilities. However these plans are not advanced enough to be used within this update.  This 

evidence, however, can be used by the groups to inform their Neighbourhood Plans. 

4. Population 

4.1 Figure 1 shows population projections for each district in North Northamptonshire from 

2011 to 2031.  Each authority shows an increase in population.  Corby shows the steepest 

increase in growth to 2031 to the point where it over takes Wellingborough in population 

towards 2031.  Kettering District has the highest population and continues to do so until 

2031. Both East Northamptonshire and Wellingborough show a steady growth to 2031.   

 

 

Figure 1: Population Projections from 2011 - 2031 for North Northamptonshire Districts 

 

4.2 The data for Figure 1 was obtained from Population and Household Forecasts for the 

‘Emerging Approach’ which was published in February 2012 by North Northamptonshire 

Joint Planning Unit, the original data prepared by Edge Analytics can be found in Appendix 1.  

The data and analysis reflects the districts as a whole and does not use the sub-area 

population forecasts that were published. 
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4.3 Corby  

  

Figure 2 shows the demographics 

of the population in Corby from 

2011 Census. Figure 2 

demonstrates that there are 

slightly more females than males 

in Corby.  There is a peak of 

population in the age group 0-

5years and 25-35years implying 

the population has a large portion 

of young families. There is a drop 

in population between 5-25years 

and another drop around late 

thirties.  There is a steady decline 

in the population after 50 years of 

age onwards and Corby has a 

smaller aging population than the 

rest of North Northamptonshire. 

 

 

4.4 East Northamptonshire 

 

Figure 3 shows the demographics of the 

population in East Northamptonshire 

from 2011 Census.  It shows it has more 

females than males. It also has a high 

proportion of population between age 

groups 0-20years.  Between 20-35years 

there is a drop in population and there 

is a peak in the population in the 40-50 

age group implying that there is a high 

proportion of older families.  There is 

also a peak in the population in 60-65 

age group, implying many retire in East 

Northamptonshire.  There is a steady 

decline in population from 65 years.   

 

Figure 2: Population Pyramid for Corby (Data from ONS 2011 census data) 

Figure 3: Population Pyramid for East Northamptonshire (Data from 

ONS 2011 census data) 
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4.5 Kettering 

Figure 4 shows the demographics of the 

population in Kettering from 2011 

Census.  It also shows Kettering has 

about the same amount of females as 

males. There is a high proportion of 

people between 0 and 20 years. There is 

a slight drop in the 20-25 age group. 

There is also a high proportion of 

population between 35 and 50 age 

group.  The population also peaks in the 

60-65 age group.  There is a steady 

decline in population from 65 onwards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.6  Wellingborough  

Figure 5 shows the demographics of the population in 

Wellingborough from 2011 Census.  It shows that 

Wellingborough has about the same amount of females 

as males. There is a high proportion of people between 

0 and 20 years. There is a slight drop in the 20-25 age 

group.  There is also a high proportion of population 

between 35 and 45 age group.  There is a drop in the 

population between 50-60years.  The population also 

peaks in the 60-65 age group.  There is a steady decline 

in population from 65 onwards. 

  

Figure 4: Population Pyramid for Kettering (Data from ONS 2011 

census data) 

Figure 5: Population Pyramid for Wellingborough (Data from ONS 

2011 census data) 
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4.7 The population pyramids provide an overall picture of the existing demographics of the 

population in North Northamptonshire.  It shows the most prominent demographics giving a 

picture of those that would use the sports facilities currently provided. North 

Northamptonshire has a proportionately small population of people under 25 compared to 

older age groups as shown in figures 2, 3 4, and 5, this implies that there could be a higher 

demand for sports from older age groups. 

 

5. Demand and sports participation 

5.1 The following data for the demand and sports participation originates from the Local Sport 

Profile tool from Sport England, as recommended by the Assessing Needs and Opportunities 

Guide for Indoor and Outdoor Sports facilities toolkit.  The Local Sport Profile tool has been 

developed to help local authorities in England to generate a sporting profile of their area.  

The data from the Local Sport Profile tool was last updated March 2013 and uses data from 

the Active People Survey 5 (2011) and 6 (2012), Active Places, Department of Health and 

Office of National Statistics. 

This is summarised for each Local Authority below: 

5.2 Corby 

 

 

Figure 6 

Sport plays an important role in keeping the population healthy and obesity levels can 

indicate how active the population is.  In Corby there is a higher level of obesity rate in 

adults compared to East Midlands and England.  Child obesity rates are better than the adult 

rate and is about the same as the East Midlands average, and lower than the overall England 

average.  This implies that it is important that there are sufficient accessible facilities for 

adults in Corby to provide the opportunity to keep the population healthy. 
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Figure 7 

5.3 Participation in sport once a week by adults aged 16 and over has stayed at a constant rate, 

though slightly lower than the East Midlands and England average. This implies there is a 

need to provide sporting facilities in Corby borough to increase this value and to continue to 

encourage those already participating in sport once a week.   

 

 

Figure 8 

5.4 The top 5 participation sports in Corby are: 

1. Gym 

2. Football 

3. Swimming  

4. Cycling  

5. Athletics 

5.5 Therefore there needs to be sufficient facility provision for these sports to meet the demand 

of the population to encourage the population to continue to participate in these sports. 
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Figure 9 

5.6 Over 50% of adults over 16 would like to do more sport, therefore demand needs to be met 

in sports facilities to ensure those wanting to do more sport are able to do so. 

 

 

Figure 10 

5.7 The Local Sport Profile Tool shows that in 2013, in Corby, swimming is the sport that adults 

would like to do the most, so it is important that there is enough swimming provision in the 

area to meet the needs of the population. 
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5.8 East Northamptonshire 

 

Figure 11 

Sport plays an important role in keeping the population healthy and obesity levels can 

indicate how active the population is.  In East Northamptonshire there is a higher level of 

obesity rate in adults compared to East Midlands and England.  Child obesity rates are better 

than the adult rate, and is lower than the East Midlands and overall England average.  This 

implies that it is important that there are sufficient accessible facilities for adults in East 

Northamptonshire to provide the opportunity to keep the population healthy. 

 

 

5.9 Participation in sport once a week by adults aged 16 and over has for the majority stayed at 

a constant rate in East Northamptonshire, though lower than the East Midlands and England 

average. This implies there is a need to provide sporting facilities in East Northamptonshire 

to increase levels of participation and to continue to encourage those already participating 

in sport once a week.   

Figure 12 
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Figure 13 

5.10 The top 5 participation sports in East Northamptonshire are: 

1. Cycling 

2. Swimming  

3. Gym 

4. Athletics 

5. Football 

5.11 Cycling is a very popular sport in East Northamptonshire having a much higher participation 

rate that East Midlands and England. Therefore there needs to be sufficient facility provision 

for these sports to meet the demand of the population to encourage the population to 

participate in these sports in East Northamptonshire.   

 

Figure 14 
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5.12 Over 50% of adults over 16 would like to do more sport, therefore demand needs to be met 

in sports facilities to ensure those wanting to do more sport are able to do so.   

 

 

Figure 15 

5.13 The Local Sport Profile Tool shows that in East Northamptonshire cycling and swimming are 

the sports that adults would like to do the most, so it is important that there is enough 

cycling and swimming provision in the area to meet the needs of the population. It could be 

assumed that the network of rural roads provide the necessary facility for cycling within East 

Northamptonshire. 

 

5.14 Kettering 

 

Figure 16 

5.15 Sport plays an important role in keeping the population healthy and obesity levels can 

indicate how active the population is.  In Kettering there is a higher level of obesity rate in 

adults compared to East Midlands and England.  Child obesity rates are better than the adult 

rate, and is lower than the East Midlands and overall England average.  This implies that it is 

important that there are sufficient accessible facilities for adults in Kettering to provide the 

opportunity to keep the population healthy. 
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5.16 Participation in sport once a week by adults aged 16 and over has for the majority stayed at 

a constant rate in Kettering, though participation has decreased and is on the increase in the 

recent years.  The values are generally lower than the East Midlands and England average. 

This implies there is a need to provide sporting facilities in Kettering to increase this value 

and to continue to encourage those already participating in sport once a week.   

 

 

Figure 18 

5.17 The top 5 participation sports in Kettering are: 

1. Swimming  

2. Football 

3. Gym 

Figure 17 
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4. Athletics 

5. Cycling 

5.18 Therefore there needs to be sufficient facility provision for these sports especially swimming 

and football to meet the demand of the population to encourage the population to 

participate in these sports in Kettering. 

 

Figure 19 

5.19 Over 50% of adults over 16 would like to do more sport, therefore demand needs to be met 

in sports facilities to ensure those wanting to do more sport are able to do so. 

 

 

Figure 20 

5.20 The Local Sport Profile Tool shows that in Kettering swimming and cycling are the sports that 

adults would like to do the most, so it is important that there is enough swimming and 

cycling provision in the area to meet the needs of the population. 
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5.21 Wellingborough 

 

Figure 21 

5.22 Sport plays an important role in keeping the population healthy and obesity levels can 

indicate how active the population is. In Wellingborough there is a higher level of obesity 

rate in adults compared to East Midlands and England.  Child obesity rates are better than 

the adult rate, and is slightly higher than the East Midlands and slightly lower than England.  

This implies that it is important that there are sufficient accessible facilities for adults in 

Wellingborough to provide the opportunity to keep the population healthy.  

 

5.23 Participation in sport once a week by adults aged 16 and over has fluctuated in 

Wellingborough and levels are currently decreasing.  The values have generally been lower 

than the East Midlands and England average. This implies there is a need to provide sporting 

facilities in Wellingborough to increase this value and to continue to encourage those 

already participating in sport once a week.   

 

Figure 22 
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Figure 23 

5.24 The top 5 participation sports in Wellingborough are: 

1. Gym 

2. Swimming  

3. Football 

4. Cycling  

5. Athletics 

5.25 Therefore there needs to be sufficient facility provision for these sports especially gym 

facilities to meet the demand of the population to encourage the population to participate 

in these sports in Wellingborough. 

 

 

Figure 24 
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5.26 Over 50% of adults over 16 would like to do more sport, therefore demand needs to be met 

in sports facilities to ensure those wanting to do more sport are able to do so. 

 

 

Figure 25 

5.27 The Local Sport Profile Tool shows that in Wellingborough swimming is the sports that adults 

would like to do the most, so it is important that there is enough swimming provision in the 

area to meet the needs of the population. 

 

 North Northamptonshire 

5.28 This demand analysis shows that there is an overall need for adequate sports facilities in the 

area to provide the opportunity to keep the population healthy and to meet the demand of 

the population for those already participating and would like to participate in sports. 

5.29 Adults in North Northamptonshire have a higher obesity level than children.  This implies 

that facilities provided within schools have a positive impact on children’s health and that 

there may be more need for facilities available for adults to access. 

5.30 There is a need to increase participation in sport in North Northamptonshire and it is shown 

that over 50% of adults in the area do want to participate more, showing a demand for 

sports facilities in the area. 

5.31 The top 5 sports in the districts in North Northamptonshire all include: Gym, Swimming, 

Football, Cycling and Athletics; sports people would like to do most in North 

Northamptonshire are swimming and cycling.  Therefore it should be ensured that these 

sports have sufficient provision. 

5.32 Following the analysis of participation in North Northamptonshire, it is necessary to identify 

the facility provision that will be required to meet the planned population growth between 

2011 and 2031. 
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6 Sports Halls 

Introduction 

6.1 The standard methodology for measuring sports halls is by the number of badminton courts 

contained within the floor area.  However it is recognised that there is extensive use of these 

types of facility by a wide range of other sports including: basketball, volleyball, handball etc. 

6.2 Sports halls are generally considered to be of greatest value if they are at least 3+ badminton 

court size, and with sufficient height to allow for games such as badminton to be played. 

6.3 A spread of 4 court halls is often the most effective way of achieving the greatest 

accessibility for general community use.  However, the space required for many indoor 

games exceeds the space provided by a standard 4 court hall and in general terms the higher 

the standard of play the larger the space required.  The playing area is usually the same size 

but increased safety margins and clear height may be required, as well as additional space 

requirements for spectators, teams and officials during competitions.  Larger halls i.e. 6+ 

courts are therefore often able to accommodate higher level of training and or competition 

as well as meeting day to day needs. Larger halls also provide the option for more than one 

pitch/court which increases flexibility for both training and competition. However the 

benefits are outweighed against the increase in land requirements and the cost of providing 

the facility, alongside the maintenance and operational costs. 

6.4 Provision within education based buildings will need to be investigated more thoroughly.  

It could be assumed that the facilities provided within schools will not be available during 

school hours, but would be free during the evening. Some may be open at the weekends 

and this could act as a separate income for the stream for the schools.  However further 

dialogue will be required to understand the local situation. This could be a key area to 

develop moving forward in the most cost effective easily accessible way for sports hall 

provision. 

Current Provision (2013) 

Local Authority / Name of 

provision 

No. of 

badminton 

courts 

Notes 

Corby 

Brooke Western Academy 4 Limited access 

Corby Business Academy 4 High degree of community use but no formal dual 

use agreement 

Lodge Park Sports Centre 4 Full dual use facility 

The Kingswood Secondary 

School 

4 Limited access 

Maplefields Academy 4 Limited access 

Corby Technical School 4 Limited access 

Kingswood Neighbourhood 

Centre 

2  

Hazelwood Neighbourhood 

Centre 

2  

East Northamptonshire 
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Ferrers School Sports Hall 3 Limited access 

Rushden and Diamonds Sports 

and Exhibition Centre 

4 Degree of community use unclear 

Rushden Community College 3 Limited access 

Pemberton Centre 4  

Manor School and Sports 

College 

4 Limited access 

Oundle School Sports Centre 4 Degree of Community use unclear, No formal 

agreement. Main use outside of school times/terms 

Kettering 

Bishop Stopford School 4 Limited access 

Kettering Conference Centre 

(Kettering Leisure Village) 

12  

Kettering Buccleuch Academy 4 Limited access 

Kettering Science Academy 4 Limited access 

Southfield School Sports 

College 

4 Limited access 

Tresham Institute of Further 

and Higher Education 

3 Limited access 

Desborough Leisure Centre 4  

Montsaye Community College 4 Limited access 

Wellingborough 

Redwell Leisure Centre 5  

Sir Christopher Hatton School 3 Limited access 

Weavers Leisure Centre 5 Full dual use facility 

Wellingborough School 4 Partial community use 

Wollaston School  3 Limited access 

Highfield Centre 5 Partial community use (hall used for weddings etc) 
Table 3 
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Figure 26 
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Meeting Current and Future Need 

6.5 The recommended standard provision per 1000 population for a badminton court is 0.37 as 

shown in Table 2.  A 4-court hall has been identified as the most effective way to achieve the 

most accessibility for multiple uses, therefore it is assumed that new sports halls will be at 

least 4 badminton courts in size. 

Corby 

6.6 Figure 26 shows an even distribution of existing sports halls across the Borough. The 

calculation shows there is a need for 21 courts for the population at 2011 and a further 11 

courts are needed by 2031 in Corby.  The current provision is 28, which means there is a 

current surplus of 7 badminton courts in the area and in 2031 there will be a requirement of 

4 badminton courts.  Therefore there is a need for at least one 4-court facility in the Corby 

area by 2031. 

6.7 Dual use with schools should be considered to meet the needs of the population for Sports 

Halls as this would bring benefits to both the school and the community.  Facilities could also 

be provided in Corby West Sustainable Urban Extension. 

 

East Northamptonshire 

6.8 Figure 26 shows there is a trend of existing sports halls being located in the south of the 

district, but as most of the population of East Northamptonshire lives in the south of the 

District, this is an expected distribution trend. The calculation for East Northamptonshire 

shows there is a requirement for 32 courts in 2011 and a need for 36 courts by 2031.  

Current provision is 22, which means there is a shortfall of 10 courts in 2011 and by 2031 

there will be a need for a further 4 courts.  Therefore there is a need for at least three 4-

court facilities (i.e. 12 Badminton Courts) in East Northamptonshire by 2031.  

6.9 The distribution in figure 26 would suggest that a sports hall in the northern area in Kings 

Cliffe could meet the need in the rural area and save long travel distances to other facilities. 

Using schools for facilities would bring benefits to both the school and community.  Schools 

which could potentially provide this facility in the future could include Prince William School, 

Oundle and King John School, Thrapston..  

Kettering 

6.10 Figure 26 shows a cluster of existing sports halls within Kettering and one each in Rothwell 

and Desborough.  Considering the majority of the population lives in the main town of 

Kettering, this is an expected trend across the Borough. Using the calculation, it shows there 

is a requirement for 34 courts in 2011 in Kettering and a need of a further 7 courts by 2031. 

Current facilities in Kettering Borough are 39, with the majority at Kettering Conference 

Centre. Kettering, therefore has sufficient facilities until 2011 but a shortfall of 2 courts by 

2031. However there is a local future desire identified for a sports hall in Burton Latimer, 

dependant on viability, to cater for the growth in the area, which would meet the remaining 
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shortfall of 2 courts demand  by 2031. An options appraisal commissioned in 2014 for a 

sports hall in Burton Latimer will assist the local authority to determine the way forward. 

Wellingborough 

6.11 Figure 26 shows the majority of existing sports halls are located in Wellingborough town and 

one in Wollaston.  As most of the population is in Wellingborough town it is an expected 

trend.  The calculation shows that Wellingborough needs 28 courts in 2011 and a further 4 

courts by 2031. Wellingborough currently has 25 courts, but this is 3 short of the need 

demonstrated by the calculation. By 2031 there will also be a need of a further 4 courts, this 

means that at least one 4-court sports halls are needed to meet the need calculated to be 

sufficient by 2031. 

6.12 Dual use with schools should be considered to meet the needs of the population for Sports 

Halls as this would bring benefits to both the school and the community. Further facilities 

could also be provided in Wellingborough East and Wellingborough North urban extensions.  

 

North Northamptonshire 

6.13 Overall the North Northamptonshire region needs five 4-court sports halls, 1 of which in 

Corby, 3 in East Northamptonshire and 1 in Wellingborough.  The values currently show 

Kettering has sufficient provision in Sports Halls. Figure 26 shows a high percentage of 

population of the North Northamptonshire is able to access a Sports Hall within a 15 minute 

drive time.  Four court facilities are the most economical way to deliver sports halls, 

however, some additional court facilities could be delivered through smaller facilities with 

less courts. Figure 26 shows large amounts of facilities with limited access throughout North 

Northamptonshire, so there could be demand to increase access at these facilities and 

ensure future provision has adequate access. 

 

 Sports Hall  

 

 

Equates to (4 

court Sports 

Halls): 

 Badminton Courts 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

Courts  in 

2011 

Calculated 

need for 

Courts in 

2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 21 32 28 7 4 1 

East Northamptonshire 32 36 22 -10 14 3 

Kettering 34 41 39 5 2 0 

Wellingborough 28 32 25 -3 7 1 

Total      5 

Table 4
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 Cost to meet Future Need 

6.14 In order to understand the cost implications against the increasing need Table 5 demonstrates this over time against the projected population 

increase.  The estimated cost of a 4 court sports hall is £2,620,000 (Sports England Facilities Cost 4th quarter 2013). 

 

6.15 This table shows the timescales and costs associated with delivering the shortfall in facilities.  Corby needs one four court sports hall 2029/30 to 

meet the demand of future population in the area.  This would cost £2,620,000 to deliver over the 20 year time period. East Northamptonshire 

needs 2 sports halls in 2011/12 and a further sports hall in 2022/23 to meet the demand of future population in the area.  This would cost 

approximately £7,860,000 to deliver over the 20 year time period.  Kettering will not need any further facilities over the 20 year period. 

Wellingborough however will need 1 facility in 2019/20 at a total cost of £2,620,000.  
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Total 

Corby £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £2.62

m 

£0 £2.62m 

East 

Northampto

nshire 

£5.24

m 

£0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £2.6

2m 

£0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £7.86m 

Kettering £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 

Wellingboro

ugh 

£0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £2.6

2m 

£0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £0 £2.62m 
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7. Swimming Pools 

Introduction 

7.1 Swimming is the sport that has been identified in North Northamptonshire that people 

would like to do the most and has been identified by this study as one of the top 5 sports in 

the area.  Swimming is also something all ages participate in. 

7.2 There is a mix of public and private water space across the North Northamptonshire area.  

There are a number of pools which are located within hotel and conference venues and 

therefore have limited access for the general public, these of which have been identified in 

table 6 below. 

7.3 As with sports halls, the aspiration to make swimming as accessible as possible to the largest 

number of people possible would suggest that a network of small pools would be best. Small 

pools limit flexibility in terms of the range of activities that can be undertaken, the ability to 

operate more than one activity at any time and the level of performance that can be 

accommodated, but are still valuable for facilities for mums and toddlers and various other 

groups. General community needs should be balanced with the wider sports development 

needs which include developing and supporting clubs to offer opportunities in a wide range 

of pool based activities including: 

• Swimming 

• Water Polo 

• Synchronised swimming 

• Canoeing 

• Lifesaving 

• Diving 

• Sub Aqua 

7.4 In general, the higher the level of performance, the greater the demands on the pool size, 

depth and specific competition requirements such as spectator capacity and specialist 

equipment. For example, a 25m x 6 lane pool can accommodate local/club swimming galas, 

but a 25m x 8 lane pool with electronic timing is required for county galas and league events 

7.5 Movable bulkheads that sub-divide pools, and more recent innovations like moveable floors 

that can vary water depth, can significantly increase a pool’s flexibility. 

7.6 Learner pools alongside the main pool provide the opportunity to offer a wide range of 

activities catering for the maximum number of users possible. Learner pools can be 

maintained at a slightly higher temperature than main pools making them suitable for use by 

the young, children, non-swimmers and those with disabilities.  They offer income 

generating potential not only through pool parties and other hirings, but also by reducing 

the impact on programming in the main pool.   
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7.7 In determining the best locations for new swimming pool provision a number of factors need 

to be considered. Ideally they should be accompanied by other facilities such as a fitness 

suite to help ensure financial viability. It is possible to locate pools on school sites, but such 

options need very careful planning if they are to succeed.  Sites should be as accessible as 

possible and ideally be located close to public transport links 

7.8 Swimming pools are very expensive not only to put in (approx. £4,185,000 for a 6 lane pool 

(Sport England, 2013)) but they are also expensive to run and maintain for the council or 

owner of the pool.  Swimming pools are also very space intensive, they take up large 

amounts of land.  All these factors will need to be considered when looking at provision. 

7.9 The previous report focused on hub level facilities and above, only pools larger than 25m x 6 

lane were considered.  However it was felt that the smaller pools still offered the community 

benefits, so have been included as part of the current provision below in table 6. 

Current Provision (2013) 

Local Authority / Name of 

provision 

Pool Size and Layout m2 Notes 

Corby 

Corby East Midlands 

International Pool 

20m x 8m teaching pool  160  

Corby East Midlands 

International Pool 

50m x 8 lane pool 925  

Holiday Inn 15 x 8m 120 Limited access 

East Northamptonshire 

Splash Pool 25m x 6 lane pool 325  

Splash Pool 8 x 12.5 teaching pool 100  

Oundle School  Sports Centre 46.5m x 6 lane pool 465 Degree of community 

use unclear 

The Nene Centre 5m x 10m  52 Mums and toddlers 

pool 

The Nene Centre 25m x 5 lane pool 262  

Kettering 

Kettering Swimming pool 25m x 6 lane pool 325  

LA Fitness 10m x 16m pool 160 Member Use 

Balance Health Club 10m x 12m teaching pool 120 Member Use 

Kettering Park Spa 13m x 2 lane pool 117 Member Use 

Stableyard Spa, Rushton Hall 7m x 14m teaching pool 98 Limited access 

Montsaye Community College 20m x 4 lane pool 140 Dual Use 

Wellingborough 

Bannatynes Health Club 8m x 20m pool 160 Member Use 

Club Diana 10m x 20m pool 200 Member Use 

Waendel Leisure Centre 25m x 6 lane pool 325  

Waendel Leisure Centre 10m x 15m teaching pool 150  

Scott Bader  20m x 4 lane pool 150 Degree of community 

use unclear 

Diamond Learning Centre 15 x 5m pool 75 Partial Community 

Use 
Table 6 
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Figure 27 
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Meeting Current and Future Need 

7.10 The recommended standard provision per 1000 population for m2 of swimming space is 

13m2 (surface area) of a swimming pool as shown in Table 2. It has been identified that the 

optimum size of a swimming pool facility is a 25m 6 lane pool (325m2 in size) for it to be 

useful to the community and cost effective, therefore it is assumed new swimming pools will 

be at least this size. 

Corby 

7.11 Figure 27 shows one facility in the centre of Corby, Corby East Midlands International Pool. 

Using the calculation it shows that there is a need for 740m2 of swimming pool in 2011 and a 

further 416m2 of swimming pool by 2031, currently there are facilities that accommodate 

1205m2 of swimming pool.  This means the need of the population is met in 2031 and there 

is a small surplus of 49m2. Therefore it is identified that in practice there is no need for extra 

facilities by 2031. 

East Northamptonshire 

7.12 Figure 27 shows 3 facilities distributed along the main towns and villages of the district.  The 

calculation for East Northamptonshire shows there is a requirement for 1121m2 of 

swimming pool at 2011 and a need for a further 146m2 of swimming pool by 2031.  Current 

provision is 1234m2, which means there is a current shortfall of 33m2 of swimming pool by 

2031, however this is smaller than the optimum size of the facility.  Therefore it is identified 

that in practice there is no need for extra facilities by 2031. 

Kettering 

7.13 Figure 27 shows the majority of the facilities are within Kettering town with one in Rothwell. 

Using the calculation, Kettering Borough has a requirement for 1196m2 of swimming pool in 

2011 and a need of a further 240m2 of swimming pool by 2031. Current facilities in Kettering 

Borough is 960m2, which means by 2031 a shortfall of 476m2.  The calculation suggests there 

is a requirement for one 25m x 6 lane swimming pool within Kettering District. However it 

will cost approximately £4,185,000 to build a 25m x 6 lane pool according to Sport England 

Facilities Toolkit. (Sport England, 2013). Due to high provision of facilities throughout the 

borough, close proximity to Corby’s 50m international pool, and the high cost of provision to 

the community it is considered that the identification of a further pool, whilst desirable, 

would not be cost effective.  Dual use with schools or existing private pools may be 

appropriate if possible. 

7.14 Investment at Kettering Swimming Pool is required to sustain its current use to the existing 

population and planned growth, it is planned to review the way forward within the next 5 

years. 
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Wellingborough 

7.15 Figure 27 shows the majority of facilities are within Wellingborough town and one in 

Wollaston. The calculation shows that Wellingborough will need a further 71m2 of swimming 

pool by 2031. Currently Wellingborough has 1060m2 of swimming pool already, and it shows 

there is a shortfall of 71m2 to meet the needs in 2031.  However as this is smaller than the 

optimum size of a swimming pool, therefore in practice there is no need for a further facility 

to be built before 2031.   

 

North Northamptonshire 

7.16 In North Northamptonshire, Kettering Borough has identified a need for a swimming pool to 

meet future demand.  However, due to there being a high number of facilities throughout 

the area, and Kettering being in close proximity to Corby’s international pool and the high 

cost associated with providing the further facility; these factors outweigh the requirement of 

a swimming pool in Kettering Borough. The other districts in the area have sufficient 

swimming pool provision by 2031.  Figure 27 shows a high percentage of population of the 

North Northamptonshire is able to access a Swimming Pool within a 15 minute drive time, 

albeit not all have full public access. 

 

 

 Swimming pool  

 M2 water space Equates to 

(25m 6 lane 

swimming 

pool): 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

m2 of 

Swimming 

pool  in 

2011 

Calculated 

need for 

m2 of 

Swimming 

Pool in 

2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 740 1156 1205 465 -49 0 

East Northamptonshire 1121 1267 1234 113 33 0 

Kettering 1196 1436 960 -236 476 1 

Wellingborough 987 1131 1060 73 71 0 

Total      1 

Table 7 
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8. Synthetic Turf Pitches 

Introduction 

8.1 There are 2 types of synthetic turf pitches (STPs) in North Northamptonshire, sand based 

and 3G. 

• Sand based/sand filled with short pile, which is most suited to hockey, but can be used 

for football and non-contact rugby training.  The ‘usual’ surface for school sites, and the 

longest established. 

• Rubber-crumb with long pile often known as 3rd Generation or 3G, this is the preferred 

surface for football and rugby, but has limited use for hockey. 

8.2 Water based pitches are a specialist hockey surface, which can also be used for football and 

non-contact rugby training.  They are required to be kept wet for the surface to work at its 

best for games and the surface reduces the amount of injuries when fallen onto. The nearest 

water based pitch is located at Moulton College (Pitsford).   

8.3 The Football Association feels there may be future possibilities of utilising 3G pitches for 

league games, increasing the demand on 3G pitches. There will be additional grass pitches 

with each area, however this is not considered within this study. 

Current Provision (2013) 

Local Authority / Name of provision Pitch Type Notes 

Corby  

Lodge Park Sports Centre 3G  

Brooke Weston Academy Sand Based Limited access 

Kingswood  Secondary School 3G Limited access 

Corby Business Academy Sand Based Limited access 

Corby Rugby Club Sand Based  

West Glebe School Sand Based Not a full sized pitch, Limited access 

Tresham College 3G Limited access 

Maplefields Academy Sand Based Limited access 

East Northamptonshire  

Rushden and Diamonds Centre Sand Based Limited community access 

Manor School and Sports College 3G Limited access 

Prince William School, Oundle Sand Based Limited access 

Oundle School Sports Centre Sand Based x 2 Limited access 

Kingsmead, King Cliffe 3G  

Kettering  

Kettering Synthetic Pitch Sand Based  

Tresham Institute of Further and Higher 

Education 

3G Limited access 

Kettering Buccleuch Academy 3G Limited access 

Kettering Science Academy 3G Limited access 

Montsaye Community College, Rothwell 3G Limited access 

Wellingborough  

Wellingborough School Sand Based x 2 Limited Community Use 

Wrenn School Sand Based Limited access 
Table 8 
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Figure 28 
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Meeting Current and Future Need 

8.4 The recommended standard provision per 1000 population for Synthetic Turf Pitches is 0.04 

of a pitch as shown in Table 2. 

Corby 

8.5 Figure 28 shows an even pitch distribution of synthetic turf pitches across Corby. Using the 

calculation it shows that there is a need for 2 pitches for the 2011 population and a further 2 

needed by 2031.  Current provision is 8, which means Corby has a surplus of 4 pitches by 

2031, therefore Corby has sufficient facilities to meet the needs of the population in 

synthetic turf pitches by 2031. 

East Northamptonshire 

8.6 Figure 28 shows an even distribution of synthetic turf pitches across East Northamptonshire. 

The calculation for East Northamptonshire shows there is a requirement for 3 pitches in 

2011 and a need for one further pitch by 2031.  Current provision is 6, which means East 

Northamptonshire has a surplus of 2 pitches by 2031.  Therefore there is no need for 

synthetic turf pitches in East Northamptonshire by 2031. 

Kettering 

8.7 Figure 28 shows an even distribution of synthetic turf pitches across Kettering. The 

calculation shows Kettering shows will require 4 pitches in 2011 and one further pitch by 

2031. Currently there are 5 facilities in the Kettering district.  Therefore Kettering has 

sufficient facilities to meet the need of the population by 2031. Bishop Stopford School are 

considering providing a sand based pitch at their facility, this will exceed the estimated 

demand by 2031. 

Wellingborough 

8.8 Figure 28 shows a concentration of synthetic turf pitches in Wellingborough town, as this is 

the location of most of the population in the area, it is an expected trend. The calculation 

shows that Wellingborough will require 3 pitches at 2011 and no further pitches by 2031. 

Wellingborough currently has 3 pitches, therefore Wellingborough is sufficient in synthetic 

turf pitches to meet the need of the population by 2031. Wellingborough are seeking to 

secure a 3G facility in the area as there are currently no 3G facilities at present, this is 

limiting use for football and rugby.  

 

North Northamptonshire 

8.9 In North Northamptonshire there is no need for synthetic turf pitches in the area, as all 

areas have sufficient provision for 2031. 

8.10 Figure 28 shows a high percentage of population of North Northamptonshire is able to 

access a Synthetic Turf Pitch within a 15 minute drive time. 
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 Synthetic Turf Pitch  

 

Equates to 

(number of 

pitches): 

 Full size pitches 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

pitches  in 

2011 

Calculated 

need for 

pitches in 

2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 2 4 8 6 -4 0 

East Northamptonshire 3 4 6 3 -2 0 

Kettering 4 4 5 1 -1 0 

Wellingborough 3 3 3 0 0 0 

Total      0 

Table 9 
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9. Indoor Bowls 

Introduction 

9.1 Traditionally bowls primarily attracts older people. For both outdoor and indoor bowls, 

participation peaks amongst women in their early 70s and in men in their late 70s.  Indoor 

bowls appeals to men and women equally. 

9.2 East Northamptonshire and Kettering are both shown to have large aging populations 

(Figures 3 and 4), therefore these areas should ensure there are sufficient indoor bowls 

facilities. 

9.3 Indoor bowls is not universally popular throughout England.  There are significant regional 

variations in the provision of indoor bowls centres (IBCs) across the country.  Historically, 

indoor bowls has proved more popular in areas of England where the outdoor game is “flat 

green” rather than “crown green” (A “flat green” is where the pitch is flat and a “crown 

green” is where the pitch is convex or uneven). Northamptonshire outdoor bowling is flat 

green, therefore the regional average per 1000 may be underestimating the local position, 

as demand for indoor bowling may be higher. 

Current Provision (2013) 

Local Authority / Name of provision Number of Rinks 

Corby 0 

East Northamptonshire 

Rushden Indoor Bowls Club 6 

Kettering 

Kettering Lodge Bowling Club 4 

Desborough(N) Indoor Bowls Club 6 

Wellingborough 

Wellingborough Bowling Club 6 
Table 10 
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Figure 29 

 



37 

 

 

Meeting Current and Future Need 

9.4 The recommended standard provision per 1000 population for a bowls rink is 0.06 of a rink 

as shown in Table 2. Indoor bowls centres are built per 6 rinks as this is the optimum size of 

a centre. Therefore it is assumed that new facilities will have 6 rinks. In addition to indoor 

bowls there are many outdoor bowls clubs across the area. 

Corby 

9.5 Using the calculation it shows that there is a need for 3 rinks for the 2011 population and a 

further 2 are needed by 2031.  Current provision is 0, which means there is a shortfall of 5 

rinks in the area by 2031.  However as indoor bowls centres are built with 6 rinks, Corby will 

not need new indoor bowls facilities by 2031.  There are also 3 outdoor bowls clubs in the 

town, which means that there are other provisions for bowls in the area.  However due to 

travel distances to other facilities, Corby may decide that it is necessary to secure provision 

of an indoor facility within the Borough as the need identified is only just short of a full 6 rink 

facility. 

East Northamptonshire 

9.6 Figure 29 shows all Indoor bowls are located in the South of the District. The calculation for 

East Northamptonshire shows there is a requirement for 5 rinks in 2011 and a need for 6 

rinks in total by 2031.  Current provision is 6, which means East Northamptonshire has 

sufficient number of indoor bowls rinks by 2031.  However, a large proportion in the North 

of the district are unable to access indoor bowls facilities within a 15minute drive time.  

Therefore East Northamptonshire may decide that it is necessary to secure provision of a 

further indoor facility in the north of the district, especially given that East 

Northamptonshire has a large older population as shown in Figure 3. 

Kettering 

9.7 Figure 29 shows an even distribution of Indoor Bowls facilities across the Borough.  Using the 

calculation, in Kettering there is a requirement for 6 rinks in 2011 and a need of 1 further 

rink by 2031. Kettering Borough currently has 10 rinks at 2 facilities in the area, which means 

in 2011 Kettering has a surplus of 3 rinks than the calculated need, consequently the 

population of Kettering, has adequate access to facilities.  Therefore Kettering District has 

sufficient facilities to meet the need of the population in 2031. 

Wellingborough 

9.8 Figure 29 shows the only indoor bowls facility is within Wellingborough town. The 

calculation shows that Wellingborough will need 5 rinks in 2011 and no further rinks by 

2031. Wellingborough currently has 6 rinks, therefore Wellingborough has a surplus of 1 rink 

by 2031. This means Wellingborough has sufficient facilities to meet the needs of the 

population both in 2011 and 2031.   
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North Northamptonshire 

9.9 It has been identified that in North Northamptonshire there is no need for further Indoor 

Bowls facilities. However Figure 29 shows there is limited access within a 15minute drive to 

current indoor bowls facilities in Corby and the north of East Northamptonshire and 

therefore the authorities may decide to provide facilities in this part of North 

Northamptonshire, especially due to the large population of older people in East 

Northamptonshire as shown in Figure 3. 

 Indoor Bowls  

 Rinks Equates to 

(number of 6 

rink 

facilities): 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

Rinks  in 

2011 

Calculated 

need for 

Rinks in 

2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 3 5 0 -3 5 0 

East Northamptonshire 5 6 6 1 0 0 

Kettering 6 7 10 4 -3 0 

Wellingborough 5 5 6 1 -1 0 

Total      0 
Table 11 
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10. Indoor Tennis 

Introduction 

10.1 The following facts are taken from the Sport England Primary Offer Data Pack for Tennis – 

June 2008 

• Tennis is 6th most played sport nationally, and attracts slightly more men than 

women;  

• The main players are from socio-economic groups A (upper class) B (middle class) C1 

(lower middle class) and the highest participation rates are those among those aged 

16-24years;  

• 21% of tennis players are aged 16-19 

• 48% of tennis players have an annual household income above £52,000  

10.2 Kettering has the highest population of 16-24 year olds in North Northamptonshire, as 

shown in Figure 4. East Northamptonshire, Corby and Wellingborough also have high 

proportions of population under 20, as shown in Figures 2, 3 and 5, therefore all areas 

should have access to adequate facilities in the area, due to the high proportion of players 

that are in this age bracket. 

10.3 Whilst the optimum travel time to most sports is considered to be 15-20mins anecdotal 

evidence suggests that many people are prepared to travel greater distances to reach 

“specialist” facilities such as indoor tennis centres. 

10.4 Indoor tennis centres are usually developed in association with outdoor courts and if they 

are to be viable should have large health and fitness provision (100+ stations) on site plus 

other income generating facilities. It costs £1,980,000 to build a 3 court indoor tennis facility 

according to Sport England Facility Costs Toolkit (Sport England, 2013). 

Current Provision (2013) 

10.5 Corby is the only local authority area in North Northamptonshire that has indoor tennis 

provision.  Corby Indoor Tennis Centre has 8 courts under 2 hot air domes and is located to 

the North of Corby in the Rockingham Triangle Sports Complex. However there are 6 

accessible facilities beyond North Northamptonshire: Benham Sports arena in Northampton, 

Harborough Leisure centre in Market Harborough, Thorpe Wood health Club in the city of 

Peterborough, Huntingdonshire Tennis Club in Huntingdon, Riverside Tennis Club in Bedford 

and David Lloyd Tennis club in Milton Keynes all within a 40 minute drive from North 

Northamptonshire. 

 

Local Authority / Name of provision Number of Courts 

Corby 

Corby Indoor Tennis Centre 8 

East Northamptonshire 0 

Kettering 0 

Wellingborough 0 
Table 12 
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Figure 30 
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Meeting Current and Future Need 

10.6 The recommended standard provision per 1000 population for indoor tennis courts is 0.02 of 

a court as shown in Table 2.  A 3 court indoor tennis court has been identified as the 

optimum size of facility.  Therefore it is assumed if any new facilities are built, it would be to 

this specification. 

Corby 

10.7 Figure 30 shows one facility on the edge of Corby town. Using the calculation it shows that 

there is a need for 1 court for the 2011 population with a further 1 needed by 2031.  Current 

provision is 8, which means there is a current surplus of 6 indoor tennis courts in the Corby 

Borough.  Therefore there is no need for further facilities in the Corby area by 2031. 

East Northamptonshire 

10.8 The calculation for East Northamptonshire shows there is a requirement for 2 courts at 

2011, but no further courts by 2031.  There is currently no provision for indoor tennis courts 

in East Northamptonshire as shown in Figure 30, which means there is a current shortfall of 

2 courts by 2031, however this is below the 3 court threshold. Therefore there is no need 

for further facilities to meet the needs of the population by 2031.  

Kettering 

10.9 Using the calculation, Kettering shows there is a requirement for 2 courts at 2011, but no 

further courts by 2031. There are currently no facilities present in Kettering Borough for 

indoor tennis courts as shown in Figure 30.  Therefore, although Kettering is not sufficient in 

Indoor tennis facilities by 2031, there exists a surplus of 6 courts in nearby Corby. As 

Kettering has a high proportion of population aged between 16 and 24, as shown in Figure 4, 

it has been shown that this age group is popular with the sport. Therefore it should be a 

priority to ensure there is access to nearby facilities. 

Wellingborough 

10.10 The calculation shows that Wellingborough will need 2 courts at 2011 and no further courts 

by 2031. Wellingborough currently does not have any provision for indoor tennis courts as 

shown in Figure 30. However the demand does not reach the 3 court threshold for a new 

facility, therefore Wellingborough has sufficient facilities to meet the needs of the 

population by 2031 

North Northamptonshire 

10.11 It has been identified that across North Northamptonshire there is no need for additional 

indoor tennis facilities due to the surplus of 6 indoor courts in Corby.  However 

Wellingborough, East Northamptonshire and Kettering all have a high proportions of their 

population under 20 as shown in figures 3, 4 and 5 and these areas show limited access to 

Indoor Tennis.  There may be an opportunity to share facilities across the districts with one 



42 

 

facility in the South East of the area due to East Northamptonshire, Kettering and 

Wellingborough all requiring 2 courts. 

10.12 There are also large areas in North Northamptonshire that do not have access to an indoor 

tennis centre within 15minutes drive as shown in Figure 30, these lie mostly in East 

Northamptonshire and the east and south Wellingborough. However indoor tennis being a 

specialist sport people are more likely to travel further and for longer than other sports as 

referred above. 

 

 Indoor Tennis  

 Courts Equates to 

(number of 3 

court Tennis 

Courts): 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

Courts  in 

2011 

Calculated 

need for 

Courts in 

2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 1 2 8 7 -6 0 

East Northamptonshire 2 2 0 -2 2 0 

Kettering 2 2 0 -2 2 0 

Wellingborough 2 2 0 -2 2 0 

Total      0 

Table 13 
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11. Athletics Running Tracks (Outdoor synthetic running track) 

Introduction 

11.1 It has been identified by this study that Athletics is one of the top 5 sports in the districts in 

North Northamptonshire. The term athletics also encompasses running and jogging. 

11.2 The participation information from Active People Survey 1 (2006) suggested that the 

demand for athletics on tracks (and for indoor training) is almost wholly from young people 

(under 25).  The survey results indicates that there are high participation rates across all 

social grades for track and field athletics, however there is less participation from middle 

class population.  

11.3 Kettering has the highest population of 16-24 year olds in North Northamptonshire, as 

shown in Figure 4. East Northamptonshire, Corby and Wellingborough also have high 

proportions of population under 20, as shown in Figures 2, 3 and 5, therefore all areas 

should have access to adequate facilities in the area. 

11.4 The Active People Survey 2 (2007) summary for “athletics” also includes running cross-

country/road, running road, running ultra-marathon and jogging. The participation rates and 

profiles for track and field athletics cannot therefore be compared to information provided 

in Active People Survey 1 (2006). 

11.5 The following facts are taken from Sport England Primary Offer Data Pack for Athletics – 

June 2008 

• The number of males taking apart in athletics is significantly higher than the number 

of females (38% are female participants and 62% are male participants) 

• Only 3% of participants have a disability or long term limiting illness 

• 43% of those participating have an annual household income of more than £52,000 

 

Current Provision (2013) 

Local Authority / Name of provision Number of Lanes 

Corby 

Rockingham Triangle Sports Complex 8 

East Northamptonshire 

Oundle School Sports Centre 6 

Kettering 

Kettering Athletics Track 8 

Wellingborough 0 
Table 14 
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Figure 31 
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Meeting Current and Future Need 

11.6 The recommended standard provision per 1000 population for an athletics running track is 

0.04 of a lane as shown in Table 2.  Athletics tracks are generally built in 6 lanes. 

Corby 

11.7 Figure 31 shows a facility on the edge of Corby in the Rockingham Triangle. Using the 

calculation it shows that there is a need for 2 athletics lanes for the 2011 population and a 

further 2 needed by 2031 in Corby.  Current provision is 8, which means there is a current 

surplus of 4 athletics lanes in the area for 2031.  Therefore there is no need for further 

athletics lanes in Corby by 2031. 

East Northamptonshire 

11.8 Figure 31 shows a facility in Oundle at Oundle School, although this has limited community 

access. The calculation for East Northamptonshire shows there is a requirement for 3 lanes 

in 2011 and one further lane by 2031.  Current provision is 6, shown by Figure 31 in Oundle, 

means there is a current surplus of 2 lanes by 2031.  Therefore there is no need for further 

athletics lanes in East Northamptonshire to meet the needs of the population by 2031. 

However East Northamptonshire has a high proportion of population under 20 as shown in 

figure 3 and the south of the area has limited access to athletics running tracks, so East 

Northamptonshire may decide to provide further outdoor athletics running tracks in the 

south of the District. 

Kettering 

11.9 Using the calculation, in Kettering there is a requirement for 4 lanes in 2011 and no further 

lanes by 2031. There are currently 8 lanes in Kettering District, shown by Figure 31 in 

Kettering Town, which means Kettering has sufficient facilities to meet the needs of the 

population by 2031.  Therefore there is no need for further lanes in Kettering District by 

2031.   

Wellingborough 

11.10 The calculation shows Wellingborough will need 3 lanes in 2011 and no further lanes by 

2031. Wellingborough currently does not have any athletics track facilities, which is shown 

by Figure 31.  However, as the facilities are built with 6 lanes, Wellingborough has no need 

for further facilities to be built by 2031.  However Wellingborough has a high proportion of 

population under 20 as shown in figure 5 and a strong athletics club with limited access to 

athletics running tracks, so Wellingborough may decide to provide further outdoor athletics 

running tracks. 

North Northamptonshire 

11.11 In North Northamptonshire there is no need for further facilities. However figure 31 shows 

that in the south of the sub-region (specifically Wellingborough and South of East 

Northamptonshire) there are no facilities within a 15 minute drive time. There is an 8 lane 
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athletics track in Sixthfields in Northampton, however this not within a 15 minute drive time 

for most of the areas not covered by existing facilities in the area. Therefore Wellingborough 

and the south of East Northamptonshire District should consider plans or proposal for 

further synthetic athletics track facilities in the future.   

 

 

 Synthetic Athletics Track  

Equates to 

(number of 6 

lane athletics 

tracks): 

 Lanes 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

Lanes in 

2011 

Calculated 

need for 

Lanes in 

2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 2 4 8 6 -4 0 

East Northamptonshire 3 4 6 3 -2 0 

Kettering 4 4 8 4 -4 0 

Wellingborough 3 3 0 -3 3 0 

Total      0 

Table 15 
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12. Health and Fitness (Gym) 

Introduction 

12.1 The provision of health and fitness facilities (typically including fitness stations) is potentially 

a key element in achieving increased participation in physical activity. The private sector 

plays a key role in facility provision and should be actively supported to continue to do so.  

Many companies are currently active in North Northamptonshire such as Bannatynes, David 

Lloyd, LA Fitness, Virgin Active, and Parkwood Leisure in addition to public provision at sites 

such as Corby East Midlands International Pool, Lodge Park in Corby and Waendal Leisure 

Centre in Wellingborough. 

12.2 There is no simple way of assessing participation in individual gym and fitness activities, nor 

space they need. One method is however the analysis of the provision per 1000 people of 

health and fitness facilities, which have a number of ‘stations’ (A station might be for 

example a single treadmill). 

12.3 Health and fitness related activities make a major contribution to overall physical activity 

levels. The Active People Survey has a number of types of health and fitness facilities 

including gym, aerobics/keep fit, weight training, and conditioning activities. When 

compared to all sports and activities, participation at a gym comes out 4th most important 

behind recreational walking, cycling and swimming. Aerobics / keep fit comes 9th out of all 

activities.  In North Northamptonshire the gym is in the top 5 sports for each of the district / 

Boroughs. 

12.4 The previous Strategic Sports Facilities Framework study only took into account facilities 

with more than 50 health and fitness stations.  The previous study also mentioned that there 

is a need for a mix of small and large facilities for health and fitness, therefore the smaller 

facilities have now been included in this update. 

12.5 Further local analysis may be required to determine if some individual facilities are at 

demand capacity. 

Current Provision (2013) 

Local Authority / Name of provision Number of Stations 

Corby 

Corby East Midlands International Pool 70 

Corby Business Academy 14 

Holiday Inn (Triangle Health and Fitness) 28 

The Kingswood Secondary School 20 

Lodge Park Sports Centre 50 

Tresham Institute of Further and Higher 

Education 

21 

St James Gym 20 

Dens Gym 50 

Brooke Weston Academy 20 

East Northamptonshire 

Pemberton Centre 100 (after refurbishment) 

Rushden Health and Fitness 21 
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Manor School and Sports College 24 

Oundle Fitness 22 

Prince William School 29 

The Nene Centre 60 

Kettering 

Balance Health Club 80 

Bodyshapers 65 

LA Fitness 85 

Bonner Fitness Centre 22 

Fitness 4 Less 46 

Kettering Buccleuch Academy 16 

Kettering Park Spa 26 

Kettering Science Academy 9 

Kettering Swimming Pool 36 

Ladies First 45 

Latimer Arts College 17 

Ricochet Total Fitness 64 

Tresham Institute of Further and Higher 

Education 

15 

Stableyard Spa 11 

Steps Fitness Club 16 

Desborough Leisure Centre 30 

Wellingborough 

Bannatynes 98 

Waendal Leisure Centre 80 

Redwell Leisure Centre 40 

Club Diana 70 

Friars School 19 

Weavers Leisure Centre 27 

Wellingborough Rugby Club 6 

Wellingborough School 15 

Wollaston School 8 
Table 16 
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Figure 32 
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Meeting Current and Future Need 

12.6 The recommended standard provision per 1000 population for a health and fitness station is 

2.85 stations as shown in Table 2.  It is assumed that Health and Fitness stations are built in 

groups of 50. 

Corby 

12.7 Figure 32 shows an even distribution of health and fitness stations across Corby. Using the 

calculation it shows there is a need for 162 in 2011 and a further 91 are needed by 2031.  

Current provision is 293, which means there is a surplus to meet the need of the population 

by 2031. Therefore there is no need for further health and fitness stations in Corby. 

East Northamptonshire 

12.8 Figure 32 shows the presence of health and fitness stations in the majority of the towns in 

the area, however this provision is sparser than that of other authorities in North 

Northamptonshire.  The calculation for East Northamptonshire shows a requirement for 246 

health and fitness stations in 2011 and a need for a further 32 stations by 2031.  Current 

provision in East Northamptonshire is 256, which means there is a current requirement of 22 

stations by 2031, health and fitness stations are built in groups of 50, therefore there is no 

need for further health and fitness stations in East Northamptonshire to meet the needs of 

the population by 2031.  However there is no provision in the Kings Cliffe area and should be 

considered when planning for further facilities, especially if there is an identified demand. 

Kettering 

12.9 Figure 32 shows a cluster of health and fitness stations in Kettering town and a few in the 

Rothwell and Desborough area. Using the calculation, Kettering District shows a requirement 

for 262 stations in 2011 and a need for a further 52 by 2031. Currently Kettering has 583 

stations in the district, which means in 2011 Kettering has 321 more stations than the 

calculated need suggests.  By 2031 there is a surplus of 269 health and fitness stations, 

therefore there is no need for further health and fitness stations in Kettering by 2031. 

Wellingborough 

12.10 Figure 32 shows a cluster of health and fitness stations within the town and a couple in the 

surrounding villages.  The calculation shows Wellingborough will need 216 health and fitness 

stations in 2011 and a further 32 stations by 2031. Currently Wellingborough has 363 

stations, therefore Wellingborough has a surplus of 115 stations in 2031, implying there will 

be no need for further health and fitness stations in Wellingborough by 2031. 

North Northamptonshire 

12.11 In North Northamptonshire there is no need for further Health and Fitness stations in the 

area as all the districts are sufficient in Health and Fitness stations.  Figure 32 shows a high 

percentage of population of North Northamptonshire is able to access a health and fitness 

facility within a 15 minute drive time. Provision in the Northern area of East 

Northamptonshire would give nearly full coverage within a 15minute drive. 
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 Health and Fitness Equates to 

(number of 

facilities 

needed with 

50 Health 

and Fitness 

stations): 

 Stations 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

Stations 

in 2011 

Calculated 

need for 

Stations 

in 2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 162 253 293 191 -40 0 

East Northamptonshire 246 278 256 10 22 0 

Kettering 262 315 583 321 -269 0 

Wellingborough 216 248 363 147 -115 0 

Total      0 

Table 17 
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13. Golf Driving Ranges 

Introduction 

13.1 The following facts are taken from the Sport England Primary Data Offer Pack for golf – June 

2008: 

• Only one in ten golfers are female, compared to 46% of those that take part in sport 

and active recreation 

• 26% of golfers are retired compared to 13% of those that take part in any sport or 

active recreation  

• 3% are from non-white backgrounds compared to 9% of all those that take part in 

some kind of sport and active recreation 

13.2 This update looks into golfing ranges rather than golf courses.  North Northamptonshire 

contains a large amount of golf courses, which would further help meet the demands of the 

population.  Also it has been identified that golf is not one of the top 5 sports in the area, 

therefore considered as less of a priority. 

13.3 The traditional golf game is having problems maintaining levels of participation, remaining 

solvent and attracting a wider section of the community. However, golf is re-inventing itself 

in the municipal, voluntary and private sectors. It appears to have significant potential for 

increasing sports participation if new facilities, new approaches, wider participation base 

and a new image can be successfully delivered. 

13.4 Golf provision is mainly considered in three different ways: standard 9 and 18 hole courses, 

Par 3 course and golf ranges. However other golf experiences are being developed 

elsewhere and could be copied in North Northamptonshire. These alternative and 

complementary golf opportunities are aimed at driving up participation and widening 

access. 

13.5 The largely non-traditional facilities include: Adventure Golf (a modern form of miniature 

golf); conventional driving ranges as well as short ‘into the net’ driving ranges, indoor 

miniature golf, virtual golf, pitch ‘n’ putt, short (3,6 and 9 hole) Par 3 courses, and temporary 

summer only facilities. Some of these facilities might use synthetic turf for tee and green 

areas thus reducing maintenance and extending the season.  There are also large 

commercial multi-sport venues that focus on golf. 

13.6 The English Golf Union (EGU) is leading the way on re-invigoration of the sport, for example 

its key “Community Links” programme is designed to help clubs and facilities to actively 

engage with the community through work with individual schools, school sports 

partnerships, young people’s organisations and local authorities. 

13.7 There are also a wider range of facilities that can be offered. These can be located at existing 

18 hole courses (on spare land or by reducing and 18 hole to a 9 hole course) or be in parks, 

leisure centres or school grounds. 

13.8 Because the non-traditional game is still at an early stage of evolution, it is not appropriate 

to make specific reference in this report to its possible opportunities/needs.  The standard 
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courses are subject to market forces but do require appropriate local authority planning 

policies to enable their development.  It is useful however to assess the potential need for 

driving ranges in more detail as these facilities are more urban in nature and can have larger 

impact locally.  This report therefore focuses on driving ranges only. 

Current Provision (2013)  

 

Local Authority / Name of provision Number of bays/ Driving ranges 

Corby 

Blackthorn Wood Golf Complex 25 

East Northamptonshire 

John White Golf Club 16 

Kettering 

The Pytchley Golf Lodge 24 

Wellingborough 0 
Table 18 
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Figure 33 
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Meeting Current and Future Need 

Corby 

13.9 Figure 33 shows one golf bay facility West of Corby. Using the calculation it shows that there 

is a need for 13 golfing bays with the 2011 population and a further 8 needed by 2031 in 

Corby.  Current provision is 25, which means there is a current surplus of 3 bays in the area 

by 2031.  Therefore there is no need for further facilities in the Corby by 2031. 

East Northamptonshire 

13.10 Figure 33 shows 1 facility to the South of Rushden. The calculation for East 

Northamptonshire shows there is a requirement for 19 golfing bays in 2011 and a need for 

23 bays by 2031.  Currently there are 16 bays present in East Northamptonshire.  Therefore 

there is a need for 7 more golf bays in the East Northamptonshire area by 2031.  This would 

be better located in the North of the District due to there being little access to facilities in 

this part of the District as shown in Figure 33. 

Kettering 

13.11 Figure 33 shows one facility to the south of Kettering. Using the calculation, in Kettering 

there is a requirement for 22 golfing bays in 2011 and a need of a further 5 bays by 2031. 

Currently Kettering has 24 bays, which means in 2011 Kettering has enough to meet the 

needs of the population.  However by 2031 there will be a need for 3 additional golfing bays 

to meet the needs of the population. 

Wellingborough 

13.12 The calculation shows Wellingborough will need 18 golfing bays in 2011 and a further 2 bays 

by 2031. Wellingborough currently does not have any golfing bay facilities, as shown in 

Figure 33, and there are no facilities on the eastern side of Northampton which catchments 

cover the south eastern side of the district. Therefore there is a need for 20 golfing bays to 

meet the needs of the population by 2031. 

North Northamptonshire 

13.13 In North Northamptonshire, there is a need for 30 golfing bays. East Northamptonshire 

requires 7 new golfing bays, Kettering will require 3 golfing bays and Wellingborough will 

require 20 golfing bays by 2031.  Figure 33 shows there is limited access within 15minutes to 

current golf bay facilities in the north eastern and south western parts of North 

Northamptonshire. 
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 Golf Driving Ranges  

 Bays Equates to 

(number of 

golfing bays) 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

Bays in 

2011 

Calculated 

need for 

Bays in 

2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 13 21 25 11 -3 0 

East Northamptonshire 21 23 16 -5 7 7 

Kettering 22 27 24 2 3 3 

Wellingborough 18 20 0 -18 20 20 

Total      30 

Table 19 

  



57 

 

14. Other Major Large Scale Facilities 
 

Indoor athletics training facility 

14.1 There are currently 2 large athletics clubs with facilities and a number of road running clubs 

in North Northamptonshire.  The athletics clubs are based at Corby Athletics Stadium and 

Kettering Town Athletics stadium.  Corby Athletics Club shares its facilities with football 

clubs and this can cause problems with maintenance as both sports are well supported, but 

suffer from lack of volunteers. 

14.2 Current provision largely meets demands although there is a strong desire for an indoor 

facility that could be considered within North Northamptonshire.   

14.3 As a rule of thumb there should be:  

• One outdoor synthetic track (6 or 8 lanes) per 250,000 within 20mins drive (45mins 

in rural areas). Each County Athletics Association should have an eight lane track 

with covered spectator provision and floodlighting 

• One indoor training centre per 500,000 people living within 30mins drive (45mins in 

rural areas) 

14.4 There is a recognition that in some areas the criteria of a 6 or 8 lane track cannot be met and 

therefore a smaller track would be more suitable.  These ideally should be located on an 

educational site to gain other benefits. 

14.5 An indoor Athletics training facility would cost approximately £16,000,000, this value was 

taken from the case study of Lee Valley Athletics Centre in Enfield, London, which was 

completed in 2007.  

 Athletics Training Facility 

 Facility 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

facilities 

in 2011 

Calculated 

need for 

facilities 

in 2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 0 0 0 0 0 

East Northamptonshire 0 0 0 0 0 

Kettering 0 0 0 0 0 

Wellingborough 0 0 0 0 0 

North 

Northamptonshire 1 1 0 -1 1 

Table 20 
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Meeting Current and Future Need 

14.6 There is no individual district demand, but considering North Northamptonshire as a whole 

the provision of an indoor training centre would be required.  It is likely that this would be 

ideally be provided at an existing sports hub.  

Gymnastics 

14.7 There are several strong Gymnastics clubs in the area, most of which have less than ideal 

facilities: 

• Kettering Olympic gymnastics club caters for the whole gymnastics pathway from 

pre-school up to national level.  The club has a strong volunteer base and has its 

own facilities, based in an industrial unit. 

• Wellingborough and Rushden both have strong gymnastics clubs. 

• Corby Gymnastics club caters for pre-school up to county/regional level.  It attracts 

members from a wide geographic area including Leicestershire.  This is club is based 

on an industrial estate with its own facilities.  

14.8 There are also several smaller clubs in the area, most of which are based at sites where 

equipment has to be set out for each session,  this means that the time is limited alongside 

the range of equipment that can be offered, in addition the lack of availability of sprung 

floors is a barrier. 

14.9 There is a need for a competition venue for artistic gymnastics somewhere in the county. At 

present the Phoenix Youth Centre in Daventry is used. 

14.10 The British Gymnastics Facilities Strategy aims to establish dedicated gymnastics centres 

(DGCs) for each county to encourage formation of county squads. This would provide a 

training and competition facility for both artistic and rhythmic gymnastics and could also 

cater for judo. 

14.11 A new gymnastics facility would cost approximately £2 million according to a case study for 

new gymnastics club in Hinckley, Leicester. 

 Gymnastics Centre 

 Facility 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

facilities 

in 2011 

Calculated 

need for 

facilities 

in 2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 0 0 1 1 -1 

East Northamptonshire 0 0 0 0 0 

Kettering 0 0 1 1 -1 

Wellingborough 0 0 0 0 0 

North 

Northamptonshire 1 1 2 2 -2 

Table 21 
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Meeting Current and Future Need 

14.12 Currently there are 2 Gymnastics facilities, one in Corby and one in Kettering, meeting the 

demand for gymnastics facilities in North Northamptonshire by 2031.  Therefore there is no 

need for further gymnastics facilities. 

Closed Road Cycle track 

14.13 Cycling is one of the top five sports for the Districts in North Northamptonshire.  Due to the 

fact there are not many facilities in the area, this implies that most use the roads and 

surrounding countryside to fulfil their needs rather than a specific facility. 

14.14 Within cycling there are a great number of different disciplines, all of which have differing 

facility needs. 

14.15 British cycling has identified 2 priority needs for track cycling. In order to build on the 

historic success of cyclists there is a need for more facilities to allow young people to learn 

to ride bikes and develop their cycling skills.  The priorities are: 

• Outdoor banked tracks 

• 1km Closed road circuits 

14.16 The governing body recommends these should be available within 1 hours drive of the 

population.  The nearest facilities of this type are available at Milton Keynes bowl (road 

circuit) (44mins from Wellingborough) and Gosling Sports Park, Welwyn Garden City (banked 

track) (1hr 10mins from Wellingborough). 

14.17 There are high levels of demand for recreational mountain biking.  There are few facility 

requirements, but there are major issues with access.   Mountain bike areas are restricted 

and are not well suited to hosting race events.  The nearest BMX facility is at Pineham in 

Milton Keynes, but this site is in need for redevelopment and is not an ideal location.  It also 

has problems with flooding. 

14.18 British Cycling is keen to develop facilities in a multisport environment as some of the 

facilities such as a closed road circuit can be used by other sports.  Examples of good practice 

include Shrewsbury Sports Village and Preston sports Arena; cycling facilities have become 

part of a multi-sport facility providing cross over training opportunities and exposure to 

wider market.  British Cycling are also very keen to develop facilities on school sites. 

14.19 The number of cycling clubs registered with British cycling in the North Northamptonshire is 

fairly average.  However there are no dedicated cycling facilities, not only in North 

Northamptonshire, but the whole county, which greatly limits development, particularly 

regards to young people. Despite popularity Northamptonshire is generally regarded as a 

‘desert’ for cycle sports and there is often a big drop out in the sport after the age of 12 as 

there are no outlets to local race facilities. 

14.20 Adrenaline Alley at Corby is a highly popular indoor, nationally recognised beacon facility for 

BMX freestyle, but there is no local outlet into the Olympic Sport of BMX, the nearest BMX 

race tracks are in Milton Keynes or Peterborough. 
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14.21 It would cost approximately £12million to build a closed road cycle track (2000) according to 

the Case Study of Preston Sports Arena in the University of Central Lancashire. 

 

 Closed Road Cycle Track 

 Facility 

District 

Calculated 

need for 

facilities 

in 2011 

Calculated 

need for 

facilities 

in 2031 

Current 

Facilities 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2011 

Meeting 

the 

Need in 

2031  

Corby 0 0 0 0 0 

East Northamptonshire 0 0 0 0 0 

Kettering 0 0 0 0 0 

Wellingborough 0 0 0 0 0 

North 

Northamptonshire 1 1 0 -1 1 

Table 22 

Meeting Current and Future Need 

14.22 There is no individual district demand, but considering North Northamptonshire as a whole 

the provision of a closed road cycle track facility would be required. 
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15. Conclusion 

Corby 

15.1 This study shows that Corby will require 1 sports halls (the size of 4 badminton courts) to 

meet the needs of the population by 2031. This would cost approximately £2,620,000 to 

deliver over the 20 year period according to the costs provided by Sport England. Corby may 

also want to consider the provision of a 6 rink indoor bowls centre as by 2031 they will be 

close to the threshold for a new facility. 

 

East Northamptonshire 

15.2 This study shows that East Northamptonshire District will require 3 sports halls (the size of 4 

badminton courts each) and 7 golf bays to meet the need of the population by 2031.  This 

would cost approximately £7,860,000 to deliver the sports halls and £70,000 to deliver the 

golf bays over the 20 year period according to the costs provided by Sport England. 

 

Kettering 

15.3 This study shows that Kettering will require 1 swimming pool and a need for 3 golf bays to 

meet the need of the population by 2031.  This would cost approximately £4,185,000 to 

deliver the swimming pool and £30,000 to deliver the golf bays deliver over the 20 year 

period according to the costs provided by Sport England. However due to high provision of 

swimming pool facilities throughout the borough, close proximity to Corby’s 50m 

international pool, and the high cost of provision to the community it is considered that the 

identification of a further swimming pool in Kettering, whilst desirable, would not be cost 

effective. 

 

Wellingborough 

15.4 This study shows that Wellingborough will require 1 Sports halls (the size of 4 badminton 

courts) and 20 golf bays to meet the needs of the population in 2031.  This would cost 

approximately £2,620,000 to deliver the sports halls and £200,000 to deliver the golf bays 

deliver over the 20 year period according to the costs provided by Sport England. 

 

North Northamptonshire 

15.5 This study shows that North Northamptonshire will require an Indoor Athletics Training 

Facility and a Closed Road Cycle Track. The study also highlights the need for a further 

Indoor Tennis facility within the South of the region. Due to the costs of these facilities and 

the low demand they are facilities that are desired rather than required for the population 

of the area.  
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Appendix 1: Population Figures 
The data for the table below was obtained from Population and Household Forecasts for the 

‘Emerging Approach’ 2which was published in February 2012 by North Northamptonshire Joint 

Planning Unit 

 

Year Corby Wellingborough East 

Northamptonshire 

Kettering 

2010 55591 76059 85846 91082 

2011 56898 75925 86231 91979 

2012 58268 75956 86616 92903 

2013 59630 75994 86931 93714 

2014 61017 76091 87207 94533 

2015 62417 76297 87463 95284 

2016 63851 76557 87693 96108 

2017 65309 76881 88076 96955 

2018 66821 77336 88521 97829 

2019 68411 77860 89016 98690 

2020 70063 78439 89617 99685 

2021 71844 79123 90301 100667 

2022 73559 79888 91086 101689 

2023 75281 80656 91778 102716 

2024 76993 81491 92458 103749 

2025 78722 82227 93139 104791 

2026 80425 83082 93855 105749 

2027 82102 83863 94621 106627 

2028 83778 84627 95311 107600 

2029 85496 85408 96000 108510 

2030 87220 86201 96721 109459 

2031 88905 86978 97483 110449 

  

                                                           
2 http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/North%20Northants%20-

%20Population%20and%20Household%20Forecasts%20Guide%20-%20Feb%202012.pdf 
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Appendix 2: Facility Costs3 
 

 

Facility type/details (2013) Capital cost 

(£) 
Multi Use Sport Hall   

1 Court (18 x 10) 785,000 

2 Court (18 x 17) 895,000 

4 Court (34.5 x 20) 2,620,000 

5 Court (40.6 x 21.35) 2,805,000 

6 Court (34.5 x 27) 2,870,000 

8 Court (40 x 34.5) 3,590,000 

10 Court (40.6 x 42.7) 4,315,000 

12 Court (60 x 34.5) 4,755,000 

Affordable Community Swimming Pool   

25m Pool 4 Lane (25 x 8.5) 3,150,000 

25m Pool 5 Lane (25 x 10.5) 3,860,000 

25m Pool 6 Lane (25 x 12.5) 4,185,000 

25m Pool 6 Lane (25 x 12.5) plus secondary pool (13 x 7) 5,030,000 

25m Pool 8 Lane (25 x 17) 5,065,000 

25m Pool 8 Lane (25 x 17) plus secondary pool  (17 x 7) 5,855,000 

Affordable Sports Centres  

4 lane pool, 4 court hall 4,400,000 

4 lane pool, 4 court hall, 50 station health and fitness gym plus studio 5,850,000 

6 lane pool, 4 court hall, 100 station health and fitness gym plus 2 studios 7,250,000 

6 lane pool plus learner pool, 4 court hall, 100 station health and fitness gym  

plus 2 studios  

7,900,000  

8 lane pool plus learner pool with spectator seating, 5 court hall, 100  

station health and fitness gym plus 2 studios  

8,920,000  

Changing Rooms/Club House/Pavilion   

2 Team Changing Room plus Officials – Traditional Construction 255,000 

4 Team Changing Room and Club Room- Traditional Construction 575,000 

Indoor Bowls Centre   

6 Rink (excludes Club/Function Room) 1,665,000 

8 Rink (includes Club/Function Room) 685,000  

Indoor Tennis Centre   

3 Court 1,980,000  

Extra Court  645,000 

Grandstand   

500 Seats with no Under Croft 545,000 

Skate Park   

Fenced, with Sports Lighting (40 x 18m) 125,000 

Football AGP   

                                                           
3 http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/tools-guidance/design-and-cost-guidance/cost-

guidance/facility-costs/ 
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U9/U10 Football/Training (23mm Sand Filled, Fenced, Sports Lighting) 

(61 x 43)  

375,000  

U9/U10 Football/Training (40-50mm 3G, Fenced, Sports Lighting) (61 x 

43) 

395,000 

U9/U10 Football /Training (60-65mm 3G, Fenced , Sports Lighting) (61 x 

43) 

410,000 

Senior Football (23mm Sand Filled, Fenced, with Sports Lighting) (106 x 70) 780,000 

Senior Football (40mm 3G, Fenced, with Sports Lighting) (106 x 70) 840,000  

Senior Football (50mm 3G, Fenced, with Sports Lighting) (106 x 70) 865,000 

Senior Football (60mm 3G, Fenced, with  Sports Lighting) (106 x 70) 885,000 

Senior Football (65mm 3G, Fenced, with Sports Lighting) (106 x 70) 900,000  

Hockey AGP   

Hockey Pitch (18mm Sand Dressed, Fenced, Sports Lighting) (101.4 x 

63.0) 

715,000 

Hockey Pitch (23mm Sand Filled, Fenced, Sports Lighting) (101.4 x 63.0) 685,000 

Hockey Pitch (Water Based, Fenced, Sports Lighting) (101.4 x 63.0) 870,000 

Rugby League AGP   

Rugby League (65mm 3G, Fenced, Sports Lighting) (120 x 75) 1,140,000 

Rugby Union AGP   

Rugby Union (65mm 3G, Fenced, Sports Lighting) (130 x 80) 1,265,000 

Outdoor Tennis Courts   

2 Court Macadam, Fenced, Sports Lighting, (36.58x33.53) 165,000 

4 Court Macadam, Fenced, Sports Lighting, (36.58 x 64.01) 295,000 

6 Court Macadam, Fenced, Sports Lighting, (36.58 x 94.49) 385,000 

Multi Use Games Area   

Macadam,  Fenced, Sports Lighting (36.60 x 21.35) 120,000 

Athletics Track   

6 Lane Sports Lighting, 110 straight both sides, grass infield, artificial throws, 

jumps and end fans  

1,150,000 

8 Lane Sports Lighting, 110 straight both sides, grass infield, artificial throws, 

jumps and end fans 

1,250,000 

Cricket Pitches   

 1 Bay Cricket Practice Cage, on macadam base (32 x 3) 25,000 

Match Cricket Pitch on macadam base (32 x 3) 15,000 

Football Natural Turf Pitches   

U8/U7 Mini Football (43 x 33) 20,000 

U16/U15 Youth Football (97 x 61) 65,000 

Senior Football (106 x 70) 80,000 

Rugby League Natural Turf Pitch   

Rugby League (122 x 74) 95,000 

Rugby Union Natural Turf Pitch   

Rugby Union (130 x 80) 105,000 

Cricket Natural Turf Pitch   

Cricket Pitch, with 8 pitch square and 2 winter sport pitches (125.6 x 164.4) 200,000 

Bowling Natural Turf Green   

Bowling Green, Flat or Crown Green (40 x 40) 115,000 
Table 23 

 



65 

 

 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/interactive/vp2-2011-census-comparator/index.html 

http://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/info/100009/leisure_and_culture/73/sport_and_leisure/4  

http://www.culturalcommunitypartnerships.org.uk/ 

http://www.corby.gov.uk/site-page/sports-clubs-centres 

 


